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Two major writing assignments 
UNIT 4
Rock Bottom 
My background started from nothing, where I had to face the roughest times in my life, especially during my college time where I started drinking every night and how I was able to gather myself and continue with my life. Because my number one priority was always my family no matter what. In the summer of 2012, back in Baghdad Iraq, My Mother and Father decided to go on a trip to India my parents were not used to trips; however my brothers and I were too busy with our work life.
At that time I was working as a civilian contractor for the U.S. Army in Iraq, they were using my set of skills of speaking the foreign language and my understanding of the culture.  I was going to college at the same time. Therefore I was busy keeping up with my work schedule and studying at the same time so as my brothers. Six days after my parents went on their trip to India they came back, I still remember that day like it was yesterday. it was a hot day where the temperature reached out to about 128 Degrees. I came back exhausted due to the training I had to conduct with my team out on the field. I asked about my Mother and I was told that she is still sleeping, and  I thought that it was because of the long flight . So I got a call  from my friends asking me to play soccer with them, I came late that night and right outside my house door I had my older brother and my other brother waiting for me outside by seeing the look on their faces I knew that something was up, but I never thought I would hear that my mother was sick.
I found out my mother was diagnosed with level 3 breast cancer and spinal cancer that was spread out to her ribs. At that moment I couldn’t believe what I was hearing from my older brother. That’s when I felt everything around me just stopped and that my life paused for a minute and couldn’t hold myself and didn’t realize the break out until I started crying.  My brother asked me to do the most challenging thing which was to hold myself and stop crying. I went inside and started talking to my mother and I told her everything will be alright, we went to the best doctors in Iraq and started doing Chemo therapy everything it was going as planed the doctors told us good things and the cancer is under control. In 2013 I was issued a visa to come to the U.S. and I started debating whether to leave or not and how my life was threatened by the enemies I used to work against during my job helping the U.S. Army. I talked with my family and told them about what is going on with me and all of them told me that I should take the opportunity and leave the country while I can. Later on I was relocated to the US in Denver Colorado and then I enlisted in the Army in 2014. Not later after I was granted the opportunity to deploy overseas to Iraq and there I saw my parents again.
On January 21st 2017 at 05:20 I got a call from my older brother that change my life forever. I answered the call and I heard the sadness in his voice when he told me that my mother passed away and that was the lowest point I have reached In life as Dr. Rick Rigsby quoted “ Rock Bottom “.  That’s when I felt helpless and hopeless. My mother was my inspiration and my source of power and wisdom she also was my teacher in high school and my mentor. Bottom line my Mother was the reason why I was breathing. I didn’t know what to do and how to handle the situation, so I turned to drinking every night to put myself to sleep and shut my mind for a minute. I also dropped out from collage and I was thinking to get out of the Military which was my second best thing after my mother. But at one night I had a dream about my mother ” Stand up my son and stay strong “ she said.  That was my awaking call that got me to start bringing myself back up together. I had a plan and I was able to see the light at the end of the tunnel. My plan was to go to BLC (Basic Leader Course) so I can be an NCO and take my army career a step further. After months of the struggle and huge support that I got from my family and friends. I was able to get to quit drinking and focus more on my life because as Silvester Stallone said “ It’s not about how hard life hits you, it’s about how hard you can get hit and get back up stronger”
I enrolled back to college right after my BLC and today just happened to be my mother`s one year anniversary. No matter how big your problems are don’t forget that you can somehow get yourself up by focusing on the bright side. Find a ladder to climb back up and be better and stronger than ever.
UNIT 6
Unit 6: Revision Project 2
The Limits of My Language Mean the Limits of My World
This is a great quote by the famous philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein, who meant that a person with poor language can’t accomplish anything in life or will be limited on the things he can accomplish.  However, a person should all the times strive for Prosperity in their life ad should always work hard in order to get the best.  I can relate to this quote from a very personal experience. When I was growing up, I always wanted to travel the world and go to different countries and meet people from different cultures. However, I was very young and I didn’t realize the language barrier until I was faced with an issue regarding the language barrier.
My friend and I we were walking in my neighborhood, we were faced by a US Army checkpoint and they were trying to tell us that a fight about to start in the area but I had zero English understanding at the time, so we waited a few moments and one of the soldiers started using sign language and mimicking a firefight by waving his weapon that I start having an idea of what the soldier is trying to tell us. At that time I realized that language can be very important thing. That’s when I started learning English on my own, by watching movies and reading newspapers and in short time like in two years I was able to be very good in the English language and I was able to get a job as a linguist. Based on the experience, I learnt that it was important to understand language since it can even cost your life. 
Even when you learn a language you still have a lot of variations within the same language.  For example, when I start translating between two parties, their level of intellect determines the language that I will use. I work in the US Army, which means that the language that we use is very different that the civilian language. We tend to use a lot of acronyms and sometimes we run on a very time limited schedules so we don’t have time to say the words that’s why we use acronyms. I have also noted that language in college is a bit different from the language that we use when working. 
The quote, "the limits of my language are the limits of my world" probably gets at the point that you can't intelligibly grapple with certain concepts if you don't have some understanding of the symbols/objects necessary to do so. The quote probably isn't limited just to the language of words. For example, if you don't understand what "integral" means, you don't understand what "the integral of a function" means. You may understand it means "do fancy math" or some such, but you probably don't know much else. Such an observation implies that your "world" does not comprise the conceptual territory that is the operation of integration.
The quote may take a deeper meaning other than just language. Sometimes it will be a nonverbal bond just like to love and care between a mother and her son when Ludwig Wittgenstein talking about in his article. And also I can relate the quote that immigrant’s community when they first came to the USA, they have to start from scratch and start learning a new language and they have to adapt to the new community and not necessary all the customs and culture apply in the new community. When I first came to the USA I was enrolled in a program that is designed to help new comers and immigrants to understand life in the United States.  I usually meet people from all over the globe some of which do not understand English and I find a hard time communicating with them. At some point I had to use sign language. I personally know a guy who came to the USA in 2008 with very limited English and 300 Dollars in his pocket. He got a job in seven-Eleven where he started attending community college and taking English classes. He then started taking the General Education classes like (Biology, history, public speech, etc.)  and was able to graduate with an associate degree in general science, and started learning about computers and he was interested in technologies and got a job in Comcast as a call center technician. He started going to college to get his bachelor degree in Information Technology. He now works as an network Engineer in Comcast internet company.
In summary, language is very important and can affect the ability of an individual to attain their dreams in life. However, the failure to know a language should not limit your abilities to learn and overcome the hardship in your life and pursue your dreams. Additionally, a language is not only about the verbal talk but also involves other non-verbal aspects that involve communication between two parties. It is therefore important to understand that language is an important factor determines how we communicate and are able to attain our goals and objectives.   
[bookmark: _Toc507981784]Reflective essay
In this course/class, I have had great time in class. Through the many interactions in class with my teacher and students, I have been able to improve on my writing skills. I have enjoyed too much of the presentation classes which are much involving and live. They make me feel better and learn something every time. I have chosen my two assignments in order to make review on a number of things such as the flow of ideas in them and make structural formatting of them. It is also my desire to make the assignments more grammatical as possible. In my unit 4 assignments, I was much of an undecided writer. Actually, I was pointless before I came up with the portfolio writing. This is not the first time I have been caught up by pointlessness while drafting some of my important assignments. At times, I involve my classmates who brainstorms important ideas and that gives me something constructive to write. 
	Over my past assignments, I have been able to do a lot of constructive week. When I compare my recent writings with my earlier writings, I can see some good change in a number of things. For example, the structure and development of my ideas. Over the past in my writing, I've been trying different things with little changes in my work process, and the kinds of substance I deliver. The outcome has been a change in my composition and a superior comprehension of how I function best. Ideally, you'll discover some of these things accommodating in enhancing my own written work. The following are some improvements that I have attained and growth and how I have done it;
1. Presenting it to various individuals for criticism 
Criticism is massively vital for my written work. On the off chance that I don't spend long on a piece, I frequently disregard little mistakes or syntactic issues. I don't create my words deliberately, and I tend to rehash myself a bit. Having somebody perused my written work can feature these issues and help me to tidy up my work.. Once more, having another person read my work truly helps me. For the most part, however, I discover my work improves from other individuals' recommendations. 
2. Exploring different avenues regarding new organization and structures 
The more sorts of substance I take a stab at making, the more I locate that specific viewpoints apply to different configurations. I likewise need to work harder when I compose my writings, since it doesn't come to me effectively. Something I'm quick to attempt in this class is exploring different avenues regarding long-shape content .
3. Changing my work process with new techniques 
And additionally new arrangements or sorts of substance. I need to streamline for effectiveness, however I didn't need my work to drop in quality. Testing is extremely useful in figuring out what works and what doesn't. For my situation, I've attempted diverse strategies, conditions and plans for my mission for a work process that suits me. One thing I explored different avenues regarding a considerable measure is the way toward conceptualizing, illustrating and drafting a post. 
4. Perusing and writing broadly 
While I am currently attempting to prevent myself from sitting around idly on content that is not valuable to me, this regularly comes down to articles that say similar things I've perused several times previously. Then again, I'm endeavoring to be available to perusing more books, articles and what a few to get more genuine points, and more research papers that will enable me to add more information to my writing. The more I read documents and other authors’ works the more creative I have become in my writings. Currently, I am able to produce new, inventive thoughts or think of intriguing plots for every subject I expound on. Generally, extending encounters are similarly as critical as being broadly perused, I think. From my experience, the more things I do, the more thoughts I have and the better my work is. In spite of the fact that I haven't been incredible at this recently, I attempt to recall that doing new things will give me more to attract on my work later. 
6. Focusing and taking notes 
This point doesn't generally fit in this post, since I've really completed significantly less of this in the previous a half year. I've made plans to put more exertion into my works going ahead, however, I will incorporate very important writing skills and techniques to make my work look professional. Taking bounteous notes has been strikingly helpful to me previously. Tragically, I'm not awesome at recalling all that I read. Not all around ok to discover it once more, in any event. This is the place notes prove to be useful in compiling my writings. I have been using a  scratch pad convenient or I utilize an application to catch something carefully, monitoring cites, books I've perused, expressions and words I like, fascinating ideas and thoughts.
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In my leaning this term, I have embraced too much engagement in my course work. I have been very serious in my course work not to miss even the smallest bit of it. The following are important steps that I have taken in enhancing constructive learning in my learning this term.
a. I have always been a team player. For example, in my group assignments I have always participated fully
b. I have engagement my classmates in my learning
c. I have also frequented libraries to ensure that I get more information on my studies
d. [bookmark: _GoBack]Above all, I have attended to all what the teacher requires of me.
